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First Assembly Christian School

Eighth Grade Curriculum

English
Eighth grade English emphasizes the practice and mastery of written and oral communication skills as follows: grammar usage and mechanics, the parts of speech and their functions, research, public speaking and composition.  In addition to assigned compositions, students engage in “a paper a week” and independent self-selected writing. In the eighth grade, an emphasis is placed on independent learning and research.  Text:
Write Source Grade 8, Grammar and Composition II – A Beka 
Literature
In literature, students continue to develop reading skills and higher-order thinking skills through whole class discussion and small group literature circles, as they study both assigned and self-selected texts.  An anthology is used to study short stories and poetry.  8th graders read a variety of classroom novels including historical non-fiction, classics, & Biblical studies. Self-selected reading teaches the students how to make good choices in reading material and enhances reading for pleasure.  To demonstrate knowledge and skills learned through self-selected reading, students participate in various projects throughout the year including a formal novel study each quarter. Text:  Glencoe Literature Course III,  The Cross and the Switchblade – David Wilkerson, The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien, Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Woman, Wordly Wise 8
Algebra
The topics covered in eighth grade math include basic properties, real numbers, sets, solutions of equalities and inequalities, simultaneous linear equations, factoring, operations with polynomials, functions and relations, irrational numbers, probability and statistics, and an introduction to trigonometry. Application and the solving of word problems are emphasized throughout the year. 

Text:
Glencoe Algebra 1 © 2008 – Glencoe

Pre-Algebra
Pre-Algebra introduces the set of integers, the set of rational numbers, and properties. Operations with rational numbers are used in simplifying expressions, solving equations, inequalities, and proportions. Other topics include exponents, graphing on the coordinate plane, geometry, volume, square roots, statistics and probability, and polynomials. Problem solving is emphasized throughout the year as students prepare for Algebra I. Text: Glencoe Pre-Algebra © 2008 - Glencoe
Science
The eighth-grade curriculum is based on a study of life science. Topics such as life, heredity, creation and evolution, diversity of life, plants, animals, ecology and human biology are covered. Discussions involve current research within a field. Dissection software is very important in the study of the animal kingdom. Students also learn basic principles of microscopy and cell culture.  At this stage of learning, the laboratory experience is very important. Eighth grade students learn proper lab techniques, safety procedures and how the lab fits in with the scientific method.  As in all science courses, students are expected to master the scientific method as a problem-solving tool. Eighth grade students learn the scientific method as they devise their own experiments to find solutions to questions. The Science Fair Project provides the students an opportunity to demonstrate their mastery of the scientific method. It is an individual project, and it requires 10 weeks work of investigation and a research paper. The Science Fair is held in the spring and is optional in eighth grade.   
Text:
Glencoe Life Science – McGraw-Hill

Social Studies
The eighth-grade curriculum is a three-part course that focuses on North Carolina and Modern U.S. History.  The first semester revolves around a hands-on investigation of our state.  The students study various aspects of NC including its history and industry.  Focus is placed on modern American history during the final semester.  American history from the end of World War II to present day is studied. This involves a decade-by-decade examination of how our country developed since 1945.  In conjunction with these studies, the students write and present a research paper on a historical topic from this time period.  Also included is a three-week section on the history of Winston-Salem, including a review of the social, economic, and religious development of the city.  Students are required to complete three research papers/projects during the year. 
Text:
NC: History of an American State-Clairmont Press


History of US-All the People 1945-2001-Harkim

Bible
8th graders will begin to make Christian principles applicable in their lives. They will learn about the life of Christ through the text books and the writings of Paul. Christian literature will also be used to enhance the biblical teachings. Students will focus on prayer and further developing spiritual growth in their lives.

Course Objectives:

1.
To understand God’s Truth about dealing with life’s temptations. 

2.
To critique the life of the believer versus the non-believer.

3.
To prove that God’s ways are right and good. 

4.
To cite reasons to believe the Bible and reasons to believe Christ rose from the dead. 

5.
To defend the Christian worldview in the face of 21st century opposition. 

6.
To read the selected Bible books each quarter for a major grade.

Text:
 The Law of the Harvest – Harold Morris; I & II Thessalonians, I & II Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, Daniel, Philippians, and Colossians 
Spanish 

This curriculum’s purpose is to expose the student to basic reading, writing, oral, and listening skills in Spanish.  Emphasis is placed on students acquiring a working knowledge of the language to assist in their transition into high school.  Students have the option to test into Spanish II for high school at the end of 8th grade.
Text:  
Realidades 1 – Prentice Hall

Computer 
Technology is constantly changing, becoming faster and more efficient with each year that passes. In addition to reviewing concepts from the prior years of computer classes, students will begin to apply these ideas in scenarios that will prepare them for future years of school. The skills developed with computers and other electronic devices should aid students in their academic career
Physical Education
Middle school physical education continues to develop gross-motor skills. The classes emphasize the use of these skills in organized sports activities. In addition, the classes focus on appropriate sportsmanship and conduct, and also teach the basic rules of each individual sport.

Service Leadership

Students participate in a bi-weekly study of learning to be a peacemaker.  Students are taught how to approach and resolve conflicts from a Christian perspective.  Skills learned are practiced in class through role-plays, skits, and games. In addition, students serve at Speas Elementary School partnering with younger students working on developing reading skills.  Students also participate in several service projects throughout the year like Shelter Rock.
Text:
The Young Peacemaker
